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Retire Australia  

 

 

Attention: Bill Clydesdale 

Email:  Bill.Clydesdale@retireaustralia.com.au 

 

Dear Sir 

 

RE:  PROPOSED SENIOR LIVING DEVELOPMENT  

40A COPE STREET LANE COVE 

RESPONSE TO TRAFFIC MATTERS 

 

1. As requested, we have reviewed the traffic matters raised in the Council letters 

dated 26 April and 24 May 2023.  The letter dated 26 April raised the following 

traffic matters: 

 

2. Access to the site via Caroline Chisolm Lane 

Caroline Chisolm Lane should accommodate two-way traffic from Cope Street to 

the car park entry. Currently this lane has a maximum width of 5.5m (narrower in 

some sections). This would require widening of the lane to six metres for its full 

length, necessitating land acquisition from properties which are not part of the 

development. It is noted that that the traffic report prepared by Colston Budd 

Rogers Kafes Pty Ltd assumes that Caroline Chisolm Lane is 6 metres wide and 

accommodates two-way traffic.  

 

5. Waste Servicing 

It is noted that the area provided for waste pickup encroaches onto Caroline 

Chisolm Lane. This encroachment will be larger if the lane is widened to 6 metres. 

Additionally, the truck needs to be sitting flat when servicing, which will not be 

achievable when one wheel is on the lower road section. 

 

2. The letter dated 24 May raised the following additional traffic matter: 

 
Further to the advice contained in Council’s letter dated 26 April 2023, Council’s 

Development Engineer – Traffic has requested that a 1.5 metre wide DDA 

compliant pedestrian access be provided along Caroline Chisholm Lane in addition 

to a minimum 6 metre wide roadway. As discussed, widening of Caroline Chisholm 

Lane is problematic, as the only way to achieve widening to 6 metres would be to 
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remove existing mature street trees. This is not supported by Council. It would 

appear that a DDA compliant pedestrian access along Caroline Chisholm Lane 

would not be achievable due to the constrained width of the Lane. 

 

3. Our responses to the traffic matters raised by Council are set out below. 

 

Caroline Chisholm Lane  

 

4. Caroline Chisholm Lane is a no through road with a length of some 100 metres 

between the site access and Cope Street.  It is some six metres wide with a 

variable carriageway width of 3.6 to 5.0 metres.  Existing traffic and pedestrian 

movements in Caroline Chisholm Lane are set out below: 

 

• peak hour traffic flows of 15 to 20 vehicles per hour (two way); 

• low vehicle speeds (85
th

 percentile speed 26 km/h; and 

• peak hour pedestrian flows of some 5 to 10 pedestrians per hour (two 

way).  

 

5. The existing geometry of Caroline Chisholm Lane (6.0 metres wide) prevents 

the Council suggestion to provide a 6.0 metre wide carriageway and 1.5 metre 

wide footpath (as set out in its letter dated 24 May 2023).  We understand that 

DDA compliant access to the site is not required via Caroline Chisholm Lane 

and that it can be provided via Burns Bay Road (to bus stops within 400 metres 

of the site).  Therefore a 1.5 metre wide footpath is not required for DDA 

access via Caroline Chisholm Lane.   

 

6. The proposed development would result in peak hour traffic flows increasing in 

Caroline Chisholm Drive to some 20 to 25 vehicles per hour (two way).  This is 

a minor increase of 5 vehicles per hour (two way) or an additional vehicle every 

12 minutes.  Such a minor increase in traffic flows would not warrant any 

upgrades to Caroline Chisholm Lane by the proposed development as 

suggested by Council. 

 

7. Nonetheless, to improve traffic flow in Caroline Chisholm Lane, the applicant is 

prepared to undertake localised widening to provide two way traffic flow 

where possible.  We understand that existing landscaping prevents widening of 

the full length of Caroline Chisholm Lane.  On this basis the following works 

are proposed: 

 

• a passing bay (13 metres long by 5.5 metres wide) at the northern end of 

Caroline Chisholm Lane; and 

• widening of the lane to some 5.5 metres for the last 35 metres (to the site 

access). 
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8. The above works are shown in Figure 1 and result in Caroline Chisholm Lane 

having a one lane section no longer than 30 metres with good sight lines.  

Vehicle swept paths are shown in Figure 2.       

 

9. AS2890.1-2004 notes that a 5.5 metre carriageway is appropriate for two way 

traffic flow. Furthermore, we note that based on geometry, traffic flows and 

vehicle speeds, Caroline Chisholm Lane is similar in function and design to an 

Access Street as defined in AMCORD.   AMCORD provides the following 

information with regard to Access Streets: 

 

• carriageway width (0-300 vehicles per day, two way) – minimum width of 

3.5 metres, (300 to 1,000 vehicles per day, two way) – minimum width of 

5.0 metres which provides sufficient width for two cars to pass; 

• if one traffic lane, passing bay required if longer than 80 metres; 

• target design speed of 40 km/h; and 

• no separate footpath, with pedestrians and cyclists sharing the road. 

 

Waste Servicing   

 

10. To address this matter, the design of the waste pick up area has been modified 

such that it does not encroach onto Caroline Chisholm Lane and that the truck 

is sitting flat when servicing.  Updated swept paths are provided in Figure 3.  

 

11. We trust the above provides the information you require Finally, if you should 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

COLSTON BUDD ROGERS & KAFES PTY LTD 

 

Tim Rogers 

Director 
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